In the claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A compound oi' formula (I) 




X is CH2 or S()2 

r' is an optionally substituted aryl or h e t e roaryl ring ; 

is carboxy, cyano, -C(())CIl20H, -C()NIIR\ -S02NHR'\ tclrazo!-5-yl, olSCI^H, or a g r oup of 
formula (VI) 

R!0 




R" 

m 



where R^ is selected from hydrogen, alkyl, aryl, cyano, hydroxy. -S02R'^ where R' " is alk_\ I, 
aryl, heteroaryl, or haloalkyl, or R^ is a group-(CI IR''')r-COOH where r is an integer of 1 -3 and 
each R'"* group is independently selected from hydrogen or alkyl; R'^ is hydrogen, alkyk 
optionally substituted aryl such as opdonally substituted phenyl or optionally subtitut e d 
substituted heteroaryl such as 5 or 6 membcred heteroaryl groups, or a group COR''^ where R' * is 
alkyl, aryl, heteroaryl or haloalkyl; R*^ and R "^ ar e ind e p e nd e ntly s e l e ct e d from hydrog e n o f 
alkyh particularly C m alkyl; 

R"^ is hydrogen, a functional group, optionally substituted alkyl, optionally substituted alkenvL 
optionally substituted alkynyl, optionally substituted aryL optionally substitut e d h e tcrocyclyk 
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optionally substituted alkoxy, optionally substituted aralkyl, optionally substituted aralkyloxy^ or 
optionally substituted cycloalkyl; 

is a group NIIC0R'\ olNIIS02R'^ or OC()NR *^'R^ where R'^ is optionally substituted alkyl, 
optionally substituted aryl or optionally substituted heteroaryl and R^^^ and R ^ ar e ind e pendently 
s e lect e d fr om hydro gen, optionally substitut ed alkyk optionally subf j ti i uted aryl and op tionaUy 
Gub i itituted h e teroaryk with the proviso that at l e a s t on e e f R * e^^^ ' i s o t her than hydrog e n, or 
R^^'" and- R'"^ tog e th e r with the nitrogen atom to wh i c h t h e y - ar e attach e d fo r m an optionall y 
s tibstitut e d h e t e rocyclic ring which optionally contains Furth e r h e t e roatoms ; and 
R-\ R^ and R^ are independently selected from hydrogen, a functional group or an optionally 
substituted hydrocarbyl group groups or optionally substitut e d h e t e rocyclic groups ; 
and further provided that when R'^ is a group NHCOR*\ R''^ is substituted alkyk optionally 
substituted aryl or optionally substituted heteroaryl. 

2. (currently amended) A compound according to claim 1 wherein a group R'^r4^^^'" and R ^ ' 
a s th e y a pp e ar as it appears in the definition of R^, is substituted by at least one functional group, 
or an aryl or hctcrocyclyl ^roup groups , either of which may themselves be substituted by one or 
more functional groups or further aryl or heterocyclyl groups. 

3. (currently amended) A compound according to any on e of th e pr e c e ding claims c laim 1 
wherein R"^ is a group NHCOR "^ or NHSOi R^-and R'"^ is a substituted alkyl group or an 
optionally subsitut e d h o tercyclyl substituted hcterocvclyl or optionally substituted phenyl group. 

4. (currently amended) A compound according to claim 3 wherein R'^ is alkyl substituted 
by a group of formula NR^'^R^" where R^'^ and R^^^ are independently selected from hydrogen or 
optionally substituted hydrocarbyl, or R'^^and R^^ together form an optionally substituted ring 
which optionally contains further hcteroatoms such as S(0)m, oxygen and nitrogen, n is an 
integer of 1 or 2, and m is 1 or 2. 

5. (currently amended) A compound according to any on e of th e pr e c e ding c laims claim 1 
where R^ is carboxy. 
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6. (currently amended) A compound according to any one ol^the prec e ding cluim. s claim 
wherein R' is 3,4-dichlorophcnyl, 3-nuoro-4-chlorophenyl, 3-chloro-4-lluorophenyl or 2.3- 
dichloropyrid-5-yl. 



7. (cuiTently amended) A compound according to any on e o f th e pr e c e ding claims claim 1 
where X is CH2. 

8. (currently amended) A process for preparing a compound according to claim 1 which 
process comprises-eithef 

(a) where R' ^ ir. MHCOR ^ \)r NHSO gR^^; reacting a compound of Ibrmula (VII) 

NH. 




(VII) 

where X, R\ R\R\ R^nd R^ are as defined in claim 1, and R^ is a group R^ as defined in 
relation to formula (I) or a protected form thereof with a compound of formula (VIII) 



(VIII) 

where Z is a leaving group and R is a group COR'' or SO2R'' where R''^ is group R'^ as 
defined in relation to Ibrmula (I) or a precursor thereof; 

or (b) wh e r e R "* iij a group OC()NR *^R^ , r e acting a compound of formula ( VIIA) 

OH 

R5 
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wh o r e X, R ^'^^^H^^rR^r-t^^ an d ar e us d o lin e d claim 1 and ii i a group a s d e tln o d in 
claim 1 or a prot e ct e d form th e r e of, with a co mpou n d of ibrniula (VII I A) 

Z CONR ^^R^^ 
(VII I A) 

wh e r e R ^ and R ^ arc ay, d e fin e d above; 
and thereafter if desired or necessary: 

(i) converting a precursor group R**^ to a group R'^ and/or converting a group R'^ to a different 
such group; and 

(ii) dcprotecting a group R^ to a group R^. 

9. (currently amended) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound according lo 
any on e of claims 1 to 7 claim 1 in combination with a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

10. (currently amended) A method for antagonizing an MCP-l (Monocyte Chemoattractant 
Protein- 1) or RANTES (Regulated upon Activation, Nonnal T-ccll Expressed and Secreted) 
mediated effect in a warm blooded animal in need of such treatment comprising administerinu to 
said animal an effective amount of a A compound according to any one ofclaims 1 to 7 claim L a 
pharmaceutically acceptable salt, or an in vivo hvdrolysable ester thereof for use in the 
pr e paration of a me dicament for us e in the treatm e nt of dis e as e m e diated by monocyt e 
ch e moattractant prot e in 1 or RANTES (R e gulated upon Activation, Normal T c e ll Expr e s se d 
and S e cr e t e d), such as inOammatory dis e as e , 

1 1 . (new) A method for treating inflammation in a warm blooded animal in need of such 
treatment comprising administeriuR to said animal an effective amount oi'a compound accordinu 
to claim L a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, or an in vivo hvdrolysable ester th ereof 
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